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It was the same everywhere. August i, "Red Day3'J was
already set aside to be celebrated by a general mobilization
of revolutionary organizations throughout all Spain5 not
excepting even the smallest villages, and this trial was to
be the definitive one. The order to repeat it with sickles
and weapons would not be slow in coming. The carefully
laid plans from Communist headquarters for the assassina-
tion of the generals and officers of the army were well
known. The military were to disappear, when the moment
came, in a mass slaughter, for which there had been charted
a careful distribution of assassins.
The propaganda in the press and in public meetings was
daily becoming more furious. The militia were being drilled
in the fields adjoining every city, under the direction of army
officers. The presence in Spain of specialists in organizing
terrorism and assassination was noted. The French press
denounced the importation of these men into Spain specific-
ally. "Among others there arrived," declared Le Matin^ "a
special confidant of Stalin, comrade Ventura, who declared
before the last meeting of the Comintern, * The day is soon
coming when we shall avenge the dead of Asturias. We will
apply the severest forms of terror, and exterminate the
bourgeoisie.'J>
Spain, livid and panting, exhausted her energy trying to
free herself from these serpents that tortured her as they
did Laocoon of old, twining themselves to strangle her
within their coils. This time the revolution felt sure of its
triumph.
Then news burst forth like a flash of lightning in the night
Consternation gripped Spain. Jose Calvo Sotelo had been
assassinated. But to say this is to tell only half of the truth.
The leader of the Monarchist minority was forcibly taken
from his home at dawn by men wearing uniforms of the
police force, of which they were members. He was then